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Samantekt

A vormanudum 2009 for Jafnréttishds i Hafnarfirdi med freedslu um fjélmenningu og fordéma i
sex grunnskdla i Hafnarfirdi og Gardabae par sem nemendur ur 9. og 10. bekkjum skolanna fengu
freedslu. Pegar reett var vid unglingana kom i 1jos ad veruleg porf er & freedslu um fjélmenningu
og peim samfélagslegu breytingum sem ordid hafa & islensku samfélagi sidast lidin tiu ar.
Almennt virtust nemendur ekki gera sér grein fyrir astedum pess ad Island eins og énnur
Evrdopuldnd er ordid fjdlmenningarsamfélag, né ad su breyting sé komin til ad vera. Allt of mikid
bar & forddbmum i gard Gtlendinga sem stafa eingdngu af vanpekkingu og brd sumum kennurum
vid ad heyra hugmyndir nemenda sinna. Utskyrt var fyrir nemendum ad vegna adildar Islands ad
EES og Schengen sé island na hluti af einum evrépskum atvinnumarkadi sem geri pad ad
verkum ad til verdur fjlmenningarlegt samfélag. Hugtok eins og fjélmenning, stadalimyndir og
rasismi voru Utskyrd og nemendur unnu sidan saman i litlum hépum par sem pau veltu pvi fyrir
sér hverjir séu Islendingar i dag. I lokin kynntu hparnir nidurstédur sinar fyrir hverjum 6drum
og reeddu nidurstodur peirra frekar. Sérstaklega urdu miklar umraedur um rikisfang, tungumal og
blodtengsl. Eftir ad hafa Gtskyrt &stedur og ymsa peetti sem fylgja fjdlmenningarsamfelagi fengu
unglingarnir almennt aukin skilning og voru yfirleitt mun jakveedari i lok freedslunnar. Miklar
umreedur skdpudust i kringum hoépvinnuverkefnid sem pau unnu. bannig voru pau vakin til
umhugsunar um pessi mal sem skilar veentanlega umburdarlyndari einstaklingum at i samfélagio.
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Abstract

Late winter 2009 Jafnréttishis in Hafnarfjordur visited 9™ and 10™ graders at six schools in
Hafnarfjorour and Gardaber. The purpose was to educate the teenagers about multiculturalism
and concomitant negative factors that often appear in a multicultural society especially when a
homogenic society, like Iceland used to be until mid 90’s, undergoes a rapid change towards
multicultural society. While discussing these changes with the teenagers it soon became clear
that this kind of education is badly needed. At large they didn’t seem to realize why Iceland has
become a multicultural society or that it will continue to be and many of the teachers were
deeply concerned about the xenophobic views some of their students expressed. It was explained
to them that due to Iceland’s membership of EEU and Schengen, it’s now a part of one European
labour market which actuates multiculturalism in countries where there are many available jobs
as was the case in Iceland until October 2008. After explaining and clarifying concepts like
multiculturalism, stereotypes and racism to the students they reflected on the question “who are
today’s Icelanders”? in small workgroups. The groups then presented the outcome of their
discussion which led to further discussions especially concerning citizenship, the Icelandic
language and blood relations. In the end most of the teenagers were more positive towards
multiculturalism and the active discussions raised new thoughts and questions for them to ponder
which presumably generates for the Icelandic society more tolerant and broadminded persons.



